CHAPTER LV
ATTEMPTS  TO DECEIVE DEMONS
ELSEWHERE   I  have  illustrated  the  primitive  custom of
attempting t'o deceive demons by mock burials.1   To the
examples there cited I may here add some other instances of
the deceptions which primitive man attempts to practise on
evil spirits for the purpose of evading their dangerous atten-
tions.    Thus, speaking of the spiritual dangers by which the
Shans of Burma believe the life of a young child to be en-
compassed Mrs. Leslie Milne tells us that: " If he is a delicate
baby, or meets with many accidents, his name may be changed
more than once, to puzzle the evil spirits that are tormenting
him;   all ills, sickness, and mischances come from them.
Indirectly, the miseries of life are caused by bad thoughts or
deeds in past lives, the merit acquired in former existences
being insufficient to ward off the attacks of evil spirits.    These
spirits, fortunately, are easily deceived ;  so if a little boy is
very unlucky his mother may dress him as a girl, give him a
girl's name, and call him ' Little daughter.1    Perhaps the
tormenting spirit is not deceived, and the child still continues
to be unlucky;  so the mother takes him to the jungle and
hides him under a bush.    She leaves him there and tells a
friend, who has followed her, where he is.    She goes home
and weeps and wails, and announces to all her friends that she
is a miserable woman who has lost her baby.    The father
scolds her, and tells her that she has been very wicked ; and
they all agree that a tiger has stolen the child, and has certainly
eaten him.    It is necessary to make a great noise for some
time, as, if there is no baby to torment, the spirit will certainly
* Spirits of the Corn and of the Wild, ii. 104 sqq.
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